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1. LISTEN 
You are about to be hit by a blizzard of incoming ideas. Your mind will be zapped, 
pinged, prodded, and teased. Forget about work and school for a few hours. 
Forget about your email. Experience what is happening on stage, on screen and 
around you.

2. SEE EVERY TALK
The best moments seem to happen when you least expect them. TEDxBerkeley 
is not about what you already know. It is  about how what you know connects to 
everything else.

3. TALK TO THE SPEAKERS
The conference time is limited, so we don’t have time for long speaker  
introductions. We have included each speaker’s bio in this program and relevant 
links to their work and additional information on our website so you can take it all 
in after the conference. Attendees at TEDxBerkeley have the advantage – you can 
strike up a live conversation with them during the breaks. And we encourage you 
to do so!  

4. THE CONVERSATION CONTINUES
TEDxBerkeley is only a day long. But today is not a finale – it is the beginning.The 
talks you saw today will live online following the conference at tedxberkeley.org 
and we encourage you to blog them, tweet them, share them, chat them and push 
them out around the globe. TEDx is not just a conference, it is a community. Being 
here today you have first hand access and knowledge to amazing information 
and stories about post-graduates who are doing extraordinary things, who have 
extraordinary ideas, who need your help to keep their conversations alive and who 
look to you for your ideas.

5. TECH PROTOCOL
Use your laptop during breaks in the open areas, as we ask that attendees refrain 
from laptop use during the sessions. We encourage you to tweet and share the  
information from the conference. Use this program to write notes. Out of respect to 
those presenting, please silence of your mobile phones, Blackberrys and iPhones  
as we do not want to hear your ringtone on our video recording. Video is  
prohibited during the sessions. Photography is permitted, but no flash, and please 
keep the clicking noises during sessions to a minimum.

useful information
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schedule

SESSION 1: DREAM

SESSION 2: CREATE

SESSION 3: IMPACT

GOLDEN OVERTONES
KIM POLESE
EDEN FULL

CURT TOFTELAND
ERICA WIDES

ROBERT NEUWIRTH

YAELISA
LOUANN BRIZENDINE

MALLIKA CHOPRA
TED TALK

DAN MILLMAN
ANANYA ROY

10:00 - 11:30

1:30 - 3:00

3:30 - 5:00

VICTORIA THEODORE
ALEX FILIPPENKO

KAREN SOKAL-GUTIERREZ
TED TALK

CECILY SOMMERS
CHRIS ANDERSON

AMBIENCE

LUNCH
11:30 - 1:30

BOXED LUNCHES CAN BE 
PURCHASED AND PICKED UP 

ON THE MEZZANINE LEVEL

BREAK
3:00 - 3:30

RECEPTION ON MEZZANINE LEVEL 
FOLLOWING THE EVENT

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS 
PROVIDED
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speakers + performers
The California Golden Overtones are an all-female completely stu-
dent-run A Cappella group on the UC Berkeley Campus. They have 
been around for over 20 years and perform all over Cal! From writing 
their own arrangements to performing at private gigs, the California 
Golden Overtones love to spread joy and Cal Spirit. Catch them every 
Friday at 1 pm by the beautiful Sather Gate!

GOLDEN OVERTONES
@GoldenOvertones

Kim Polese is a leading Silicon Valley entrepreneur and technology ex-
ecutive. She currently serves as Chairman of ClearStreet Inc., a social 
finance startup focused on helping people save money and achieve 
long-term financial health. She is also an advisor, board member and 
investor in numerous early stage technology companies. Ms. Polese is 
active in advocating public policy to increase America’s innovation ca-
pacity and serves on the boards of TechNet and the Silicon Valley Lead-
ership Group. In 2011 she was named to President Obama’s Innovation 
Advisory Board which guided the Commerce Department’s study of US 
economic competitiveness, delivering a report with recommendations 
to Congress in 2012. Ms. Polese is the recipient of the National Center 
for Women and Information Technology Innovator Award. In 2012 Ms. 
Polese was named to the San Francisco Business Journal’s list of “Most 
Influential Women”.

KIM POLESE

Eden Full is the Founder of Roseicollis Technologies Inc. She studied 
for two years at Princeton University and is currently taking gap years 
to work on her start-up full time after being selected for the inaugural 
class of the 20 Under 20 Thiel Fellowship. Named one of the 30 under 
30 in Forbes’ Energy category two years in a row and Ashoka’s Youth 
Social Entrepreneur of the Year, Eden founded Roseicollis Technologies 
Inc. to take her solar panel tracking invention called the SunSaluter to 
developing communities and established markets that need them. The 
SunSaluter won the Mashable/UN Foundation Startups for Social Good 
Challenge and was awarded the runner-up prize at the 2011 Postcode 
Lottery Green Challenge. While at Princeton, Eden initiated and curated 
TEDxPrincetonU. Eden currently lives in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and trains with the California Rowing Club.

EDEN FULL
@edenfull

Curt L. Tofteland is the founder of the internationally acclaimed Shake-
speare Behind Bars (SBB) program. During his 18 years of work with 
Shakespeare in corrections, he has created many innovative programs.
Curt is a published poet and essayist. Currently he is writing his own 
book, Behind the Bard-Wire: Reflection, Responsibility, Redemption, & 
Forgiveness … The Transformative Power of Art, Theatre, and Shake-
speare. Curt is the recipient of two distinctive fellowships, from the Ful-
bright Foundation and the Petra Foundation, for his work with Shake-
speare in corrections. Curt’s 2011 Fulbright Senior Scholar Fellowship 
took him to Australia where he brought SBB to the Borallon Corectional 
Centre in the Queensland. For his invvovative theatre work with Shake-
speare for underserved populations, Curt received a Doctor of Humane 
Letters from Bellarmine University.CURT TOFTELAND

session 1
dream
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Erica Wides is the host and co-creator of Let’s Get Real: The Cooking 
Show About Finding, Preparing and Eating Food on the Heritage Radio 
Network. Known for her sarcasm, wit, in-touch attitude and matchless 
knowledge of everything food, Wides is a national authority on how to 
find, afford, cook and eat minimally processed, natural foodstuffs or real 
food. Often referred to as the Jon Stewart of food, Chef Wides special-
izes in taking the “whole-foods lifestyle” out of the realm of the food elite, 
and educating the public at large how to tell real food from processed 
food that is masquerading as real food, or Foodiness™. On Let’s Get 
Real Chef Wides clears a realistic path for anyone to have access to real 
food. …no chicken coop, bee-hive or home-grown vegetables required.

Chef Wides was also a Chef and Culinary Instructor at the Institute of 
Culinary Education for 15 years.

ERICA WIDES
@letsgetrealshow

Robert Neuwirth is the author of two books on alternative social and 
economic structures — Stealth of Nations, an up-close investigation of 
the value of street markets and underground trade, and Shadow Cities, 
which looks at squatter communities as normal urban neighborhoods.
Neuwirth gained the experience and insight necessary to write these 
two books by spending more than four years living in shantytowns 
throughout the world. He has worked with street vendors and gray mar-
keters to personally examine the world’s informal economy, an economy 
that accounts for a staggering 1.8 billion jobs.

Neuwirth believes that a goal of the 21st century should not be to end 
squatter cities or shut down gray markets but rather to engage and 
empower those who live and work in them.

ROBERT NEUWIRTH
@RobertNeuwirth

notes

session 1
dream
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Mallika Chopra is a mom, media entrepreneur, published author, and a 
notable voice in the fields of parenting, meditation, the power of inten-
tion and how social media can be used for personal, social and global 
wellbeing.  She is the founder of Intent.com – an online destination for 
turning your intentions into tangible actions, and inspiring others to do 
the same.  She also launched The Chopra Well, a premiere YouTube 
channel with her father, Deepak Chopra, and brother, Gotham Chopra, 
in the summer of 2012. Mallika’s intent is to harness the power of social 
media to connect people from around the world to improve their own 
lives, their communities and the planet. Mallika is the author of 100 
Promises To My Baby and 100 Questions from My Child. Mallika blogs 
regularly on Intentblog.com, and has been featured in Fast Company, 
Inc.com, LA Times, W Magazine, Huffington Post and many other me-
dia publications.

MALLIKA CHOPRA
@mallikachopra

session 2
createspeakers + performers

Yaelisa is an Emmy Award-winning flamenco dancer/choreographer 
known for her innovative contemporary and traditional dance produc-
tions.  She is also the artistic director of Caminos Flamencos and The 
New World Flamenco Festival, both internationally renowned organiza-
tions dedicated to creating and producing flamenco dance and music 
that highlights the traditions but pushes the boundaries. Her choreogra-
phies have been commissioned by several modern dance companies. 
Internationally recognized as a master teacher, Yaelisa has developed a 
teaching style that emphasizes cultural understanding and knowledge 
of the cante.  Her unique improvisational knowledge and history lend an 
authority to her workshops and classes, and many of her students and 
dancers have gone on to study and perform in Spain and the U.S. She 
is the recipient of an Emmy Award for Choreography for the PBS pro-
gram, “Desde Cádiz a Sevilla,” and an NEA Choreography Fellowship.

YAELISA
@yaelisa1111

Louann Brizendine, M.D. is a practicing neuropsychiatrist, a New York 
Times best- selling author, and a media commentator specializing in sex 
differences and The Male and Female Brain.

She completed her degree in Neurobiology at UC Berkeley, graduated 
from Yale School of Medicine and did her internship and residency at 
Harvard Medical School. She has also served on both the faculties of 
Harvard University and University of California at San Francisco. Now 
an endowed professor at UCSF, Dr. Brizendine pursues active clinical, 
teaching, writing and research activities, where she founded the Wom-
en’s Mood and Hormone Clinic in 1994 and continues to serve as the 
clinic’s director. Her first book, “The Female Brain,” has been translated 
into 30 languages and its follow-up, “The Male Brain,” is now in15 lan-
guages.

LOUANN BRIZENDINE
@drlouann

Dan Millman is a former world champion gymnast, coach, martial arts 
instructor, and college professor. He has authored 16 books that have 
been read by millions of people in 29 languages across the globe. He is 
most known for his book, Way of the Peaceful Warrior (adapted to film 
in 2006), about the universal quest for happiness. Millman has written 
16 books, both fiction and nonfiction, and all focus on the conscious 
evolution of the mind and body. Dan’s books have been translated to 
29 languages and have influenced millions of lives. Dan’s passion re-
volves around self-improvement and spirituality. He teaches worldwide 
and has influenced people from all walks of life, including leaders in 
the fields of health, psychology, education, business, politics, sports, 
entertainment and the arts.DAN MILLMAN

@pwdan
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session 2
create

Ananya Roy is Professor of City and Regional Planning and Distin-
guished Chair in Global Poverty and Practice at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. She also serves as Education Director of the Blum Center 
for Developing Economies and in this capacity founded and now leads 
the largest undergraduate minor at UC Berkeley, a program in Global 
Poverty and Practice.

Roy is the author of City Requiem, Calcutta: Gender and the Politics of 
Poverty and co-editor of Urban Informality: Transnational Perspectives 
from the Middle East, South Asia, and Latin America, The Practice of 
International Health, and Worlding Cities: Asian Experiments and the Art 
of Being Global. Her authored book, Poverty Capital: Microfinance and 
the Making of Development is the recipient of the 2011 Paul Davidoff 
Book Award, which recognizes research that advances social justice.

ANANYA ROY
@ AnanyaRoy_Cal

notes
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Victoria Theodore, a 3rd generation Bay Area native, is a graduate 
of Oberlin College / Conservatory of Music with 2 Bachelor degrees: 
Bachelor of Music in Classical Piano Performance and Computer Mu-
sic, and Bachelor of Arts in Music History.  She is also a graduate of 
Stanford University with a Master’s Degree (Master of Arts) in Classical 
Piano Performance. Victoria has been a keyboardist and background 
singer in Stevie Wonder’s band since August 2007, and has appeared in 
concert with the legendary musical genius on stages around the world, 
on television, and in his live concert DVD, Live At Last. Victoria is a 
highly sought Bay Area pianist, keyboardist, accompanist and piano in-
structor, respected for her wide ranging musical versatility.  Victoria has 
performed around the world as an active freelance musician, perform-
ing with several R&B, jazz, gospel, pop and classical artists, choruses, 
churches and bands.

VICTORIA THEODORE
@VictoriaTheo

Karen Sokal-Gutierrez is a physician trained in pediatrics, preventive 
medicine, and public health, with a focus on maternal-child health. She 
has worked as a physician in community health clinics, public health 
program administrator, consultant to child care and preschool pro-
grams, and writer for a parenting website. She is an Associate Clinical 
Professor at the University of California, Berkeley-UCSF Joint Medical 
Program and School of Public Health where she teaches medical stu-
dents, public health graduate students and undergraduate students. 
Her work focuses on improving early childhood health. She is active 
in advocacy as a Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics; and 
has worked in global health for over 30 years, including for the past 10 
years leading a family of studies on children’s oral health and nutrition in 
El Salvador, Ecuador, Peru, Vietnam, Nepal and India, in which over 100 
volunteer students and health professionals have participated.

KAREN SOKAL-GUTIERREZ

Alex Filippenko is currently the Richard and Rhoda Goldman Distin-
guished Professor in the Physical Sciences at UC Berkeley. An obser-
vational astronomer who makes frequent use of the Hubble Space Tele-
scope and the Keck 10-meter telescopes, his primary areas of research 
are supernovae, active galaxies, black holes, gamma-ray bursts, and 
the expansion of the Universe. Filippenko’s research accomplishments, 
documented in more than 700 published papers, have been recognized 
with several major awards, including election to the US National Acad-
emy of Sciences. One of the world’s most highly cited astronomers, 
he was the only person to have been a member of both teams that 
revealed the accelerating expansion of the Universe, propelled by mys-
terious “dark energy.” The teams received the 2007 Gruber Cosmolo-
gy Prize for their discovery, which was subsequently honored with the 
2011 Nobel Prize in Physics to the leaders.

ALEX FILIPPENKO
@Alex_Filippenko

Cecily Sommers helps organizations understand and prepare for the 
emerging technologies, markets, and ideas shaping our world. She is 
the author of Think Like a Futurist: Know What Changes, What Doesn’t, 
and What’s Next and the founder of The Push Institute, a non-profit 
think tank that tracks significant global trends and their implications for 
business, government, and non-profit sectors over the next 5-10-25-50 
years. Cecily was selected as one of Fast Company’s “Fast 50 Read-
er’s’ Favorites” and named by the Business Journal as one of twen-
ty-five Women to Watch.  She is a semi-regular contributor to NPR’s 
“All Things Considered” and other media outlets, where she reports on 
emerging technologies, markets, and ideas shaping our world. Cecily is 
a member of the Association of Professional Futurists.CECILY SOMMERS

@cecilysommer

session 3
impactspeakers + performers
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Chris Anderson took the helm of Wired in 2001 and led the magazine 
to more than two dozen National Magazine Award nominations since, 
winning the prestigious top prize for general excellence in 2005, 2007 
and 2009. He is the author of the New York Times bestsellers The Long 
Tail and FREE: The Future of a Radical Price, both of which are based 
on influential articles published in Wired.

He is also founder of 3D Robotics, an open source robotics company. 
He was named in April 2007 to the “Time 100,” the news magazine’s 
list of the 100 most influential men and women in the world. He previ-
ously was at The Economist, where he served as U.S. business editor, 
Asia business editor and technology editor. Anderson’s media career 
began at the two premier science journals, Nature and Science, where 
he served in several editorial capacities.

CHRIS ANDERSON
@chr1sa

Ambience is a student group dedicated to glove lightshows. The UC 
Berkeley chapter was the first to be established, and chapters have 
been established across the US. Gloving is an art form and a style of 
dance that primarily involves manipulation of fingers and hands with 
strobelights attached to mesmerize and entertain an audience. Am-
bience provides university students with a community that fosters the 
growth of their gloving skills and allows them to share those skills with 
others. In addition, Ambience collaborates with other student groups on 
campus to perform at showcases and philanthropic events.

AMBIENCE

session 3
impact

notes
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food + drink sponsors



12

team

program design: brittany cheng

Kevin Gong, Curator

R. Jennifer Barr, Co-Curator and Director of Marketing and Operations 

Renee Blodgett, Co-Curator

Erin Roberts, Director of Logistics

Rocky Mullin, Technical Director

Max Wolffe, IT Manager

Arnav Dugar, Social Media and Volunteer Manager

Matt Buckley, Social Media, Registration, and Operations Manager

advisors
Navi Ganancial

Eleanor Yang

Massimo Paolini

sponsors


